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18/10/2011

Diaspora Networks Conference
The European-Turkish Business Confederation (UNITEE), in association with Mr. Hans van Baalen MEP (ALDE), President of Liberal International, hosted a conference 
entitled ‘European Competitiveness and the Role of Diaspora Networks’ at the European Parliament on Tuesday 18 October. This conference, with more than one hundred and 
fifty immigrant entrepreneurs from around Europe in attendance, examined the success of European governments in connecting with and utilizing immigrant business networks. 
The conference also explored innovative ways in which governments can exploit the unique cultural and economic potential of immigrant diaspora networks, thereby developing 
new export markets and building strategic links with emerging economies. 

The conference saw speeches from a number of influential speakers, including former Belgian Secretary of State for Finance Mr. Bernard Clerfayt, Vice President of the European 
Parliament Ms. Isabelle Durant, Dutch MEPs Mr. Hans van Baalen and Mr. Toine Manders, German MEP Mr. Jorgo Chatzimarkakis, Member of Cabinet of Commissioner Máire 
Geoghegan-Quinn Mr. David Harmon and President of UNITEE Dr. Adem Kumcu.

“Trade has always been one of the main success stories of Europe; the Turkish entrepreneurial community has benefited significantly to this success” - Hans van Baalen
“The Turkish Diaspora has been at the coalface of Europe’s economic growth throughout the formative years of European unity” - Adem Kumcu



23/04/2012

Europe’s Gateway to the East: Can Turkey become a Trade-Hub between Europe and Asia?
On Monday, April 23rd, 2012, UNITEE organised a conference at the European Parliament hosted by Dutch MEP Ria Oomen-Ruijten. The conference examined three core 
questions. Firstly, can Turkey become a nexus or hub for European businesses wishing to invest or expand into some of the fastest growing markets in the world? Secondly, what 
steps must be taken in order for this to happen? And finally, how can ‘New European’ business networks use their unique insights into and understanding of both the European 
and Turkish markets to facilitate this process?

The audience was addressed by an impressive panel of speakers from the worlds of politics, diplomacy and private enterprise. Among those in attendance were Mr. Satoru 
Hayashi, President of the Japanese Business Council in Europe and Vice Chairman of Fujitsu Technology Solutions, the Permanent Delegate of Turkey to the EU, H.E. 
Ambassador Selim Yenel, and Mr. Şükrü Masmas, Chief Executive Officer of Life and Garden, a Netherlands-based horticultural company.

“Istanbul is a hub and now we want to make it a global financial centre” – Selim Yenel
“Turkey has always been the bridge between East and West. Geographically its importance is indisputable, and political stability makes it attractive for business.” – Satoru Hayashi
“Turkey plays a key role in terms of security and prosperity, and has a strategic role as an energy corridor.” – Ria Oomen-Ruijten
“Turkey is there for Europe to expand” – Şükrü Masmas



15/05/12

Strengthening Women Entrepreneurship in the EU
On Tuesday, May 15th, the European-Turkish Business Confederation (UNITEE) held a conference at the European Parliament attended by over two-hundred and eighty 
established and aspiring women entrepreneurs from Belgium, the Netherlands, Germany, the UK, and other countries, which shared their experiences and insights with their 
fellow participants. The conference was organised with the aim of examining and discussing the obstacles faced by women active in the business environment, and who wish to 
grow their enterprise or move up through the corporate ranks. The conference focused in particular on the barriers encountered by women from an immigrant or ethnic minority 
background, who wish to enter the business world and establish their own enterprise.

The conference was addressed by a broad panel of speakers from the fields of business, politics and community activism. The conference was hosted by the Vice President of 
the European Parliament, Ms. Isabelle Durant, German MEP Ms. Gesine Meißner, and Italian MEP Ms. Barbara Matera who joined the conference via video-link from Rome. 
Additional speakers included: Mr. Ali Babacan, the Deputy Prime Minister of Turkey, Ms. Madi Sharma, a member of the European Economic and Social Committee and chair of 
the conference, Dr. Adem Kumcu, President of UNITEE and also Mr. Marko Curavic, Head of Unit for Entrepreneurship at the European Commission’s Directorate-General for 
Enterprise and Industry.

“Work must be undertaken to organise a framework to support all the activities of the women diaspora in Europe” - Isabelle Durant
“Europe will need more than ever the talents of all its citizens whether male, female, immigrant or native born” - Adem Kumcu
“Women are better at crisis management and multi-tasking roles” - Gesine Meißner



SMEs in Europe and the Mounting Potential of New European Entrepreneurship 
On Monday, October 8th, European-Turkish entrepreneurs from across Europe converged on the European Parliament to debate the challenges of New European 
Entrepreneurship and International Trade. The conference, organised by UNITEE, came in the context of the economic crisis with which we are currently confronted, which tends 
to provoke protectionist reactions meant to curb immigration and trade. Contrary to that, it is by intelligently opening trade doors that these struggling European economies can 
find their way back to sustainable growth. 

An impressive panel of speakers with both a theoretical and practical background addressed those in attendance. This panel included Dr.  Adem  Kumcu, President  of  the 
European-Turkish Business  Confederation  (UNITEE), Prof. Dr. Vital  Moreira MEP, Gunilla  Almgren,  President  of the European  Association  of  Craft,  Small and  Medium-sized 
Enterprises  (UEAPME), Arno Metzler, Vice President of Group III and co-chair of the EU-Turkey Joint Consultative  Committee  of the EESC and  Vedat Güney, Managing Director 
at Beysun Textilvertriebs GmbH.

“Trade policy is at the heart of the European project since the very start.”  - Vital  Moreira
“We need to collaborate, to bring our Peoples, Institutions, Business sectors and individual enterprises to synergy.”  - Adem Kumcu
“What Europe is lacking is entrepreneurship.” - Gunilla  Almgren
“New European entrepreneurs of Turkish origin can bring an immense contribution to the revitalisation of Europe’s economy.” - Arno Metzler
“We have an advantage as migrants. We know the culture, values and laws of two countries.”  - Vedat Güney
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