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Mr Chairperson, Honoured Speakers and Guests, 
 
Let me start by saying how much I welcome the opportunity to address this conference 
on a topic that, we at UNITEE, are very passionate about, namely, the mounting 
potential of two of Europe’s main strengths, its New European Entrepreneurs on one side, 
and its SMEs on the other side.  
 
In a few minutes, I shall outline how these two elements, when addressing the issue of 
global trade, are two mutually enriching sides of the same coin, a promising opportunity 
for Europe’s economic growth. 
 
But before doing so, let me express my sincerest gratitude to you all for being here 
today. As President of UNITEE, I feel honoured to be speaking among such a 
distinguished panel of speakers; and to be speaking once again here in this nerve centre 
of the European project.   
 
Considering the topic of this conference, it is no accident that we are meeting here today. 
Cross-border trade lies indeed at the heart of the European Union.  
 
 

IMPORTANCE OF TRADE FOR THE E.U AND THE WORLD 
 
As you all know, the European Union was set up with the aim of ending the frequent wars 
between neighbours.  The Founding Fathers envisaged the establishment of a Single 
Market as a crucial guarantor of peace, fostering close trade relations and therefore 
cooperation between the European Nations.  
 
Two hundred and fifty years ago, the French philosopher Montesquieu observed that (and 
I quote him): “Peace is the natural effect of trade. Two nations who differ with each other 
become reciprocally dependent […] and thus their union is founded on their mutual 
necessities.”  
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More than two centuries later, the EU’s original six member states set out to make 
Montesquieu’s principles a practical reality. 
 
And today, we have come to realize that it is not only through economic ties that trade 
promotes peace. Trade promotes peace also by linking different peoples in a common 
culture of commerce – a process of learning others’ languages, social norms, laws and 
practices.  
 

 
TODAY’S THREAT: WITHDRAWING INTO NATIONALISM 

 
However, we currently observe moves toward economic nationalism, triggered by the 
economic crisis the World faces since 2008.  
 
As a report from the World Trade Organization warned in June this year, the barriers to 
trade are creeping back up, due to higher tariffs, costly import licenses and customs 
controls.  
 
Economic nationalism is, however, a very dangerous move. As you all know, Europe's 
competitiveness faces serious challenges as this century progresses. New competitors 
arise and I believe that no European country, not even a highly industrialized country, 
will be able to meet these challenges alone. 
 
Single Internal Market commissioner Michel Barnier often reminds us that if current 
trends continue, by 2050, no single European country will be a member of the G8, the 
meeting of the eight biggest industrial countries in the world. «Every ten years a 
European country is pushed out from the «World Top ten». This trend should accentuate 
even further due to the demographic crisis», he says.  
 
Indeed, by 2050, the population of Europe is set to decline by 8,3% while in every other 
region of the World it will rise. In addition, the average age will increase from 38,9 years 
to 47,3 years. 
 
So Friends, as you can see, at this time of economic and social uncertainty, we really 
need to restore the same enthusiasm and energy that once inspired Europe’s Founding 
Fathers and all of those who shared the same ideals: a peaceful, prosperous and united 
Europe.  
 
 

SMEs AND NEW EUROPEAN ENTREPPRENEURS 
 
As I said in introduction, we are very passionate about today’s topic. The reason for our 
passion is simple: we believe that European entrepreneurs from a migrant background, 
those we represent and who are attending this conference today, can play a key role at 
helping SMEs to expand their business abroad, contributing therefore to foster a new 
dynamism for the European economy.  
  
And I will prove it to you in a few words. There are actually two main reasons. But let me 
first answer the following question: 
 
- What are the current challenges of European SMEs? 
 
According to the OECD, developing and emerging markets are expected to account for 
60% of world GDP by 2030. They represent therefore significant opportunities for 
European companies. 
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However, a communication from the European Commission published in November last 
year reported that:  “While 25% of EU-based SMEs were involved in exports to the 
Internal Market and beyond in the last three years, only 13% of EU SMEs are 
internationally active outside the EU through trade, investment or other forms of 
cooperation with foreign partners”. 
 
Promoting and supporting SMEs’ economic activities outside the EU should therefore be 
an important part of the Union’s overall competitiveness strategy. 
 
- So, how can New European entrepreneurs help SMEs face these challenges? 
 
Let me first define what we, at UNITEE, understand under the concept of “New European 
entrepreneurship”. 
 
New European entrepreneurs are Entrepreneurs who have connections with more than 
just the country where they have their activity. They hold citizenship of their respective 
countries and are therefore not ‘immigrants” in the strictest sense.  
 
And, looking at this description, it is easy to understand the first reason why New 
Europea can help SMEs grow abroad: as I said, they have the “connections” that SMEs so 
deeply need.   
 
First reason: they have the “connections” 
 
Indeed, these direct economists increasingly recognize ethnic links between source and 
host countries as a key factor in promoting international trade: 

 they speed the flow of information thanks to their knowledge of the local culture 
and their connections ; 

 they foster trust. And trust matters, especially in emerging markets where the 
rule of law is weak. 

 
Modern communications make these networks an even more powerful tool of business. 
And by linking the West with emerging markets, New European diasporas can help rich 
countries to plug into fast-growing economies. 
 
This is the first and most obvious reason why New Europeans can help Europe remain a 
major global trader. An equally compelling reason is that New European Entrepreneurs 
bring youth, dynamism and new ideas to the European economy, therefore stimulating 
added value in products and services.   
 
Second reason: they are young and dynamic, a force for the European innovation 
economy 
 
I will give you some figures from a report published by the OECD (Organization for 
Economic Development and Cooperation) in 2011 and entitled “International Migration 
Outlook»: 
 

 Migrant entrepreneurs in OECD countries are younger than their native 
counterparts. 

 They are well educated, actually more educated than their native counter parts: 
36% have high educational attainment compared to 25% by their native 
counterparts. The only exception is Germany. 

 If they create fewer jobs than native-born entrepreneurs (probably because the 
size of their firms is smaller), the difference is slight and their overall contribution 
to employment has been increasing over time in most OECD countries. Every self-
employed migrant creates on average between 1.4 and 2.1 additional jobs. 
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 Let me give you the example of an entrepreneur of Turkish origin in the 
Netherlands operating in the high-tech sector. After just 5 years, he now employs 
6976 persons!  

 Last but not least, immigrant entrepreneurs operate in more than 115 sectors. 
This is something I would like to stress. Immigrant entrepreneurs are not only filling 
vacancies on the job market or work in ethnic businesses. They are increasingly active in 
producer services, creative and high-tech industries. 
 
So, in sum, New European Entrepreneurs contribute to the cultural AND social 
diversification of European countries. Native and immigrant entrepreneurs can make use 
of the joint knowledge, ideas and connections of one another. This will lead to new and 
innovative combinations. 
 
Silicon Valley represents this idea perfectly. Global technology brands often speak of an 
immigrant co-founder: Google was co-founded by Sergey Brin, a Russian; eBay was 
founded by Pierre Omidyar, a French-Iranian; Andy Grove, a Hungarian, co-founded 
Intel. 
 
So Friends, you have to be proud of your cultural background. You are a force for 
innovation and a force for growth. You have a lot to bring to Europe.  
 

UNITEE 
 

This is why we, at UNITEE, are dedicated to assist New European entrepreneurs and our 
77 business associations all over Europe are doing a fantastic job. 
 
Founded a year and a half ago by six national federations, we represent more than 
10,000 entrepreneurs and business professionals from all the major sectors of the 
European Economy.  
UNITEE’s central goal is to fight for an economically strong Europe, which is sustainable 
and socially responsible. To do so, we want to encourage Europe to make better use of 
the diversity of its citizens in political, cultural and social terms.  
 
But we also want to use their skills and «connections» to promote what we call Business 
Beyond Borders. As an example, our series of event, ‘Entrepreneurs Meet Embassies’  
serves as a forum for diplomats, trade organizations and entrepreneurs to meet and 
exchange ideas on investment and trade opportunities.   
 
Following on from the «Entrepreneurs meet Embassies» featuring the Baltic States, we 
had a week ago a trade mission to Estonia and Latvia. Entrepreneurs who attended this 
mission were introduced both to important business contacts and government officials.  
 

CONCLUSION 
 
So Friends, I am sure you could feel how passionate we are at UNITEE and I really hope 
this conference will contribute to instill a new dynamism among Europeans, the same 
dynamism that once inspired our Founding Fathers.   
 
In concluding, I would like to express my sincere appreciation to you Mister Chairperson 
for kindly hosting us here today at the European Parliament, and to our entrepreneurs 
and professionals who have turned out here today from Belgian, Great-Britain, France, 
Germany and the Netherlands, and also the many other participants. 
 
We have in Europe the ways and means to face current and future challenges. But we 
have to believe in it. It is a kind of mission. And we need to collaborate, to bring our 
Peoples, Institutions, Business sectors and individual enterprises to synergy. 
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I am therefore thoroughly looking forward to hearing from the other speakers and later 
from our entrepreneurs and participants. 
 
Thank You and I hope you find this to be a rewarding experience! 


